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Program Background

The Town of Searsport has established a Façade Improvement Program to improve the facades of commercial and mixed-use properties in the community. 
The Program offers grant funds that will double the eligible private investment to $ 10,000 (maximum matching grant amount is $ 5,000) for the purpose of restoring/renovating commercial storefronts and replacing deteriorated or poor-quality commercial signs and awnings. A Façade Improvement Grant (façade grant) may be used for a variety of façade improvements including, but not limited to, painting, window or door repairs, replacements, signage, awnings, storefront restorations and other activities outlined under page ____.

A pre-submission consultation is recommended. Please contact Town Manager James Gillway or Economic Development Director Dean Bennett, at 548-6372 to set up an appointment if interested.
Specific objectives of the Town of Searsport Façade Grant Program include:
· Encourage business start-ups in the Downtown.
· Encourage private investment in the Downtown.
· Enhance the appearance of Searsport storefronts.
· Reduce vacancies in storefronts and upper floors.
· Expand shopper populations.
· Strengthen or restore the original character of historic buildings.
· Provide a catalyst for others to improve their buildings, signs, and awnings.
· Encourage pride and unity in Searsport’s business community.

We anticipate that demand will exceed our available funding. It is possible that some applications may not be funded in the full amount requested. The Town of Searsport will evaluate applications to determine eligibility and, based on a set of criteria, make grant awards to those proposed projects that are determined will have the greatest impact on enhancing Searsport’s business community.
 



Funding and Administration

The Façade Improvement Program is funded through the Town of Searsport’s Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District Development Programs. Grants are available that will double private investment up to $ 10,000 (maximum grant amount is $ 5,000). Program administration will be carried out by the Town of Searsport staff with individual grant approval by the Selectpersons of Searsport.


Program Guidelines and Eligibility

1. Only work on the exterior of buildings that is visible from the primary means of travel at street level is eligible under this program.

2. Grant funds will be awarded on a competitive basis.

3. Grants will be available for a maximum of $ 5,000 and will require at least a 100% match (cash only).

4. Each applicant may only be awarded one grant.

5. The property owner must sign the grant application. Business owners leasing or renting space are encouraged to work with their building owner to develop the application.

6. A Façade Grant will only be made to a commercial or mixed-use property. If a Façade Grant is utilized, the building must remain commercial or mixed-use for at least 3 years following completion of the project. Properties are eligible for grant funding regardless of whether the building is presently occupied or vacant. Residential is defined as all single-family and one to four multi-family rental residences. These properties are not eligible for funding. 

7. Building projects should involve a qualified professional. For example, a qualified sign and/or awning maker must produce any signs and awnings.

8. Applicant must obtain all necessary permits from the Town of Searsport. No grants shall be made unless and until the proposed work has been reviewed and approved by Town staff and/or appropriate review conducted.

9. The project applicant or lessee must owe no outstanding property taxes, fees, judgments, or liens to the Town of Searsport and have no outstanding code violations.

10. Each awarded projected is allowed a maximum of two drawdowns.


Eligible Activities

Eligible uses of Façade Grant funds are improvements to the exteriors of existing buildings, subject to review and approval. Such improvements include:


a. The repair, cleaning and/or painting of all surfaces of exterior walls that are visible from a major travel way.


b. The repair of deteriorated architectural features where possible or replacement only if necessary.

c. Handicapped accessibility.

d. Removal of all extraneous elements on exterior walls such as empty electrical boxes, conduits, pipes, unused sign brackets, etc.

e. Repair or replacement of deteriorated gutters, rainwater leaders, and downspouts.

f. Removal of existing facades that are inappropriate and incompatible with the existing structure or neighborhood properties and replacement of the same with such appropriate and compatible facades as approved by the City.

g. Repair or replacement of doors and windows where appropriate because of their deteriorated condition or to increase the efficient use of energy in the building.

h. Repair, removal or replacement of exterior hardware and lighting fixtures.

i. Repair or replacement of soft awnings.

j. Repair, removal, or replacement of exterior signs.

k. Removal of exterior appurtenances or accessory structures which serve no useful purpose or those in a deteriorated condition which are not economically repairable.

Ineligible Activities

Improvements/expenses that are not eligible with this funding source include but are not limited to:

a. Any new construction.


b. Interior Renovations.

c. Costs associated with security systems, solar systems, or satellite dishes.

d. Purchase of property/equipment.

e. Decorative fencing.

f. Roof repairs (unless immediately integral to the exterior façade improvements).

g. Sidewalks.

Design Guidelines

Historic Buildings:
Any construction, renovations or façade improvements that are proposed for Historic Buildings must meet the requirements and approval of the Searsport Historic Preservation Commission prior to being eligible for grant match under this program.
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